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Development Research Communication & Services Centre organized a Local Level 

Workshop and Experience Sharing Meet 

among Schools of Chhatna Block of 

Bankura  district on 20thJanuary 2020 

under “Enhancing Adaptive Capacity 

and Incising Resilience of Small and 

Marginal Farmers of Purulia & 

Bankura Districts of West Bengal” 

supported by Adaptation Fund Board 

and National Bank for Agriculture & 

Rural Development (NABARD). 

 

The main objective of the programme was to aware students & youths about climate 

change and its worst impact on environment, living beings as well as to find out its 

adaptive strategies to changes our day to day activity. 

The specific objective of the programme until and unless issues around climate crisis 

become part of local pedagogic experience, we would remain unaware of different 

stories future generations have to share with us. At the same time, there remains an 

ethical responsibility for teachers particularly, to make students aware of the larger 

global picture around climate changes and 

different changes happening in the local 

region, they are part of. The meet aimed to 

bring different stakeholders like teachers, 

students, farmers, social activist, govt. 

officials, and policy makers under an 

umbrella and created a dialogue between 

them. 

About 130 teachers and 65 students from 
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120 schools from chhatna jurisdiction and many distinguish guests like professors, 

social activists, policy makers, govt. 

officials were take part in this experience 

sharing workshops. 

The venue of the workshop was 

ornamented with different posters on soil 

& water conservation techniques, 

sustainable agricultural practices to 

ensure increase in biomass in the soil, 

multiple-cropping systems etc. The posters described different techniques like usage 

of biogas and installation of energy efficient oven are consumed more energy on 

everyday basis. There were exhibitions on variety of seeds, crops which are almost 

extinct due to the green revolution model 

of agriculture. A live model has 

demonstrated by DRCSC for better 

understand the important of earthwork 

for soil and water conservation of semi-

arid plateau region, for upland/fallows we 

need to plantation more and need to 

excavate trenches based on contour line as 

well as gully ploughing is require to reduce the velocity of water flow, for medium 

upland and junction of medium upland and low land need to excavate step pond to 

hold rain water as well as season wise vegetable, pulses, oilseed cultivation, in low 

land and junction of medium up land & low land need to excavate small farm pond or 

ditch based on 5% model for ensure low land crop like paddy and culture mud fish, 

clam and snail which we had lost, jor-bundh, check dam etc. is require for the first 

layer and second layer of the gully/jor which may reduce soil erosion, harvest rain 

water. 

The inaugural ceremony of the workshop was conducted through lightning the lamp 

by honourable guests.  
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At the beginning Shri Sujit Kumar Mitra, 

programme head of DRCSC, delivered 

few words about DRCSC and climate 

change adaptation project. He told that 

since 1982 DRCSC, has been working 

with sustainable agriculture for the 

betterment of small and marginal 

farmers’ family to ensure their food, 

nutrition and livelihood security.  Presently DRCSC is working in 18 districts of West 

Bengal. The worst impact of climate change like: erratic rain fall or insufficient rain, 

Fog scenario is unpredictable, Lightning is increasing, the span of winter season is 

becoming shorter and mild with frequent 

warm spells in between and summer is 

becoming longer, as well as due to 

undulating land in this zone the water 

holding capacity become less. To 

eradicate these problems, we need to 

make appropriate models for soil and 

water conservation, need to input more 

organic compost, pond slime for increasing more water holding capacity to soil, more 

plantation is required to control soil erosion, more water bodies require to hold rain 

water and to increase the flow zone of subsurface area, appropriate crop planning is 

required based on tolerant capacity which can reduce the risk factor. 

A short documentary film on climate change adaptation project was screened which 

helped to understand the activities of 

DRCSC and how farmers have developed 

their skills to combat climate change.  

Shri Somnath Bhattyacharjee DDM 

NABARD delivered a short lecture on 

climate change and adaptation project. He 

stated that before started any project 

NABARD made a survey into the 

particular area and try to find out the 

actual need, based on that they set up and approve the project. In this project we are 
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working with 5000 small and marginal 

farmer’s family in Bankura and Purulia 

districts. 

Presently we are trying to develop skill of 

the farmers on:  

• Reducing climate risks through 

disseminate weather forecast & crop 

advisory. 

• Sustainable soil and water 

conservation measures through excavation of step pond, plantation, and 

construction of check dam etc. and develop micro irrigation facilities through 

excavation of small water tank like ditch, dug well etc. 

• Capacity building on natural resource 

management and sustainable 

agriculture techniques. Introduce of 

climate resilient appropriate 

technology like bio gas plant, energy 

efficient oven etc. 

 

Which helped to mitigate the adverse 

effect of climate change among the small farmers, through these measures; farmers 

now have become less dependent on market, learned to reuse waste materials, and 

increased the capability how to reduce input cost of agriculture and how to decrease 

the risk of agriculture and livelihood. 

Shri Direndranath Layek Honourable 

Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA), 

Chhatna Assembly, WB told that DRCSC 

took well initiative through climate 

change adaptation project and this 

experience sharing workshop among the 

schools is remarkable, which will be a 

step ahead for mass awareness on climate change in the grassroots level.  

Shri Sahadeb Bauri honourable Sabhapati of Chhatna Panchayet Samity stated that 

this workshop will bring us under an umbrella in the issue of climate change and 
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need to take serious initiatives from our 

home and from schools which will help us to 

bring friendly and healthy environment. 

In this experience sharing workshop 9 

students group from 7 schools prepared 

various types of models and poster design on 

soil and water conservation for laterite zone, 

application of alternative energy in our day 

to day life like solar energy & wind power, 

re-use of the wastage, a eco-friendly model school, worst impact of global warming, 

pollution from the vehicle, worst impact human body while person smoking 

cigarette/ bidi etc. , students played a drama about worst impact on our mother earth 

for rapid deforestation. 

 

Before concluding the programme, mementoes have been given to all participants 

who took part on model, poster design, role played in drama. Participation of 

students with innovative models,  posters etc. were well appreciated by the delegates. 

 

Finally Shri Surja Kanta Das from ‘Development Research Communication & 

Services Centre’ conveyed vote of thanks to all for successfully conducting the “Local 

Level Experience Sharing Meet”.  


